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Introduction
to
Apologetics

Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.


-1 Peter 3:15

Introduction to Apologetics


A.Definition of Apologetics



Apologetics is a reasoned defense of  something or someone.



There are three types of Apologetics: Natural, Christian, and Catholic


B.  Why Catholic Apologetics?



1 Peter 3:15 The Truth



1 Timothy 2:4, John 8:32, John 18:37, CCC #819

NOTES:__________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

There comes a time when we, as Catholics, have to be able to defend and explain certain teachings of our Catholic Faith.


-Bishop David Foley

Rules for Apologetics


1. Do not be afraid. 
(Luke 5:10)


2. Do not be afraid to say, “I don't know, but I'll find out and get back to you.”


3. Always look at an attack on your faith as an opportunity.


4. Never get frustrated.


5. Stay focused.


6. Know who you are talking to.

NOTES:__________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”

- Luke 5:10

Catholic Apologetic Examples


A. Baptism is not just symbolic.



Ezekiel 36:25-27



Acts 2:38



Acts 22:16



1 Corinthians 12:13



Romans 6:3-4



John 3:5



1 Peter 3:20-21

NOTES:__________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Peter [said] to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins; and you will receive the gift of the holy Spirit.


- Acts 2:38


B. Confession to a Priest



1 John 1:9



James 5:16



Leviticus 5:5-6



John 20:22-23



Matthew 9:6-8



John 17:18

NOTES:__________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

If we acknowledge our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrongdoing.


- 1 John 1:9


C. Repetitous prayer (of the Rosary)



Matthew 26:44



Revelation 4:6-8

NOTES:__________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

He left them and withdrew a third time, saying the same thing again.

· Matthew 26:44
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